the ground or sit quietly on a rock
or |og.

RACCOONS -- wusually found near
streans and ponds where they prow
after dark in search of fish and
frogs. The}/ are commonly known as
a garbage ani mal who nost often-
1[ EES times can renove the secured lids
from garbage pails, tip the pai
over and select the food fromthis
bucket that he desires. You nost
often in country areas have to
secure the lids by patented | ock
or secure the lids by a piece of
rope. They are not known to attack
persons, unless it be the nother of
cubs, who nmay feel that they are
bei ng i njured.

MAKE PLASTER MOLD FOR ANI MAL TRACKS

The best proof of animal track
identification, as well as an interesting
hobby, can be had fromusing the follow ng
materials and the follow ng nethod for
preserving these tracks which you may | o-
cate. You should have handy at all tines
when attenpting to make a plaster nold,
Plaster of Paris (boxes can be secured at
an average hardware store), water, sev-
eral cardboard strips about one inch w de
and range from6 to 10 inches |ong, sone
paper clips, sonme string, and to preserve
your plaster nmold, Shellac.

Met hods for Mol di ng:
1. Make sure the animal track is

(Conti nued)
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PLASTER MOLD OF
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(Ml d - Continued)

clear and definite, then renove any for-
eign materials, such as |eaves or stones
that nmay have fallen onto the track.
Wth your cardboard, make a circle |arge
enough to encircle the track, and fasten
this with a paper clip, then firmy press
the cardboard ring down onto the ground.
2. Take the Plaster of Paris and
you w Il notice on the can containing
the plaster there will be directions for
proper m xing. Follow these directions
and try to figure the amount needed to

g:}f wit h mixed

fill in the circle nold nade by the card-

board. Pour the plaster into the nold

and let it stand until it becones hard.
(Cont i nued)
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(Mold - Continued)

3. When the plaster becones hard,
raise it gently up fromthe aninmal track
and you will notice that the track is
just opposite to the way it was on the
ground. This can identify the animal and
may be used as your plaster nold.

4. 1If you intend to make the nold
in the sane direction and in the sane
manner in which you noticed it inpressed
in the ground, you will then have to nake
anot her nold, using the plaster already
with the track as your inprint for the
next nol d.

5. Coat the plaster track with
oil. Then press it into the ground,
secure your cardboard as you did in #1
around this nold, then m x fresh plaster
and pour over your nold.

6. \Vhen the plaster becones hard-
ened, renove the cardboard and gently try
to separate by hand or use a pancake
turner or putty knife to gently separate
the two casts. You will now notice that
the last nold is identical to the first
track that you saw in the ground. When
you are sure that the plaster is set and
dry, wash gently (being careful not to
break the nmold), allowto dry thoroughly,
secure a |label to the nold stating the
animal track and then paint the entire
nmol d with Shell ac.

7. |If you wsh to use this nold
and track as a plaque or a hanging object,
before pouring the plaster into the nold,
take a piece of string (average 6 or 8
inches long), tie a knot in each end and
pl ace these knots into the open nold be-
fore you pour the plaster. \When the pl as-
ter becones firm this string should be
secured in the mold and will permt you to
hang it as a pl aque.
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