PLANNI NG FOR YOUR CAMP —
or your overnight hike

No matter for how |long you intend
to go on a hike or a canp, there are sone
essential itens that you should use as a
bl ue print.

Just as you nust plan to build a
good troop program you mnmust also plan a
good program for canping. Snpboth opera-
tion -- snooth cooperation -- seens to
add so much nore thrill to a canp or a
hi ke if done properly.

Oftentinmes we learn of a troop
t hat has gone on an overnight hike and
upon its return you hear the follow ng
remarks from the officers — "Wat a good
time the boy has had! O course sone of
them did not bring enough bedding wth
them so during the night they were cool.
And, boy, can those kids eat! After
they had a ganme of touch football and
got cleaned up and put their stuff in
the cars, it was tine to |leave. W didn't
get a chance to do half the things we
wanted to!"

Sure, like anything else, if you
don't put one or two in charge of activ-
ity -- one or two in charge of grounds --

you may find the enthusiasm from the boys
m ght slacken. They want nore than
ganmes, and it's possible, if the canp-
site isn't left clean, next tinme you may
be refused perm ssion.

| would like to suggest the
foll ow ng plans;

Take your Sergeants and your
Troop Aides and do sone teaching about
what to do at canp — how to make it
confortable and safe -- how to take sone
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of the equi pnent —what to do when they
are on the hi ke. What about fire pre-
vention — safety -- first aid, etc.?
Here you can work a troop program from
this all stated above. Det er m ne what
equi pnent you have or can secure for

your canping and how many it will accom
odate (sleeping) (for cooking and eating).
Where will the site be? And has

perm ssi on been secured to use it? Is
it suitable as a good canp site? If it
were to rain during the sleeping hours,
are there tent floors? |1s drinking
wat er provided? Mist firewood be secured?
How many mal e adults can be secured to
hel p? Who will do the cooking? Who
will plan the neals? Are sonme of the
boys able to cook their own neals for
test passing? Could you encourage it?
Take one of your troop neetings
and try to teach what a boy coul d take
with himso that he could prepare a
meal. Vho will be in charge of the ful
progranf? Can this program be prepared
t hroughout col der weather to be ready
for spring and canping seasons? Not
just a gane that they do every day at
school or in the playgrounds after school,
but something that they may | ook forward
to! Take a Saturday and gather your
officers —try one or two Troop Aides
and get off sonme place close by. Try
teachi ng sone of the things necessary
about how to nmake a fire -- how to pitch
a tent —what to do in case of rain --
how to store their clothing during their
stay so they don't beconme wet during
their stay. What facilities could you
have for a rainy day so they can still
eat or the food can be prepared?
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Then the cost, along with trans-
portation. Make a check and then set
the fee and, in nost cases, collect it.
If it costs nore, each will add his
equal share —if |ess, the bal ance
shoul d be returned in equal shares.



