


| NSECTS!

Silk Moths -- As many other itens
in the insect famlies that offer sone
fascination to the boy to watch how they
eat, how they grow, and what sone of
their habits are, so you can keep in cap-
ture caterpillars in a jar and watch
them eat and spin cocoons. Realize that
they nust live on fresh air and add fresh
| eaves fromthe right type of a plant,
which is their right diet each day.

Usual ly, during the winter, cocoons are
easy to find and if kept in a cold place
until spring, then watch the devel opnent
from cocoon to the noth.

As you wll notice, nmoth "A" on
the previous page is one of the nost
spectacular and interesting insects. The
nmot her of this insect |ays eggs, as a
rule, nost often on wild cherry or wll ow
trees or shrubs. Fromthe egg, hatches
a caterpillar, which then feeds on the
| eaves. How often while hiking along a
country road is it noticeable that |arge
caterpillar insects hanging fromwld
cherry trees make it easy for the tree
to stand bare of any foliage.

When the caterpillar, which is
insect "B" on previous page, is fully
grown, it then makes his hone spinning a
cocoon—dsually to a branch or twig. It
is recorded that this caterpillar within
the cocoon sheds its skin and becones a
pupa. This remains in the cocoon until
the spring, when it develops and flies
as a noth.

As you will notice, insect "C" is
also a noth and usually thrives on wild
cherry and sassafras. As you will notice,
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item"D", which is its cocoon, appears
to hang froma branch or twig by a strap.
Item"E", a cocoon, is usually the house
for the caterpillar that feeds on maple
or birch or other trees and this cocoon
is usually wapped in | eaves.

| nasnmuch as the average noth
appears slightly on the colorful side,
and you will notice they are usually
attracted to the light during dark hours,
they can be very destructive to our vege-
tation and tree life. During the prepa-
ration of this edition of this Handbook,
the State of New Jersey is under a plague
of a noth called the "Gypsy Moth". These
in their entirety of volume, are strip-
pi ngwhole forests of their |eaves and
buds and their growth is so rapid by the
eggs lain that State prograns are being
submtted to conbat this plague of the
"Gypsy Mot h".

It mght be wise to notice the
di fference between our common butterflies
who, during the flower season, trave
fromone flower to the next, drinking
its nectar. The average caterpillar for
t hese butterflies, known as "nonarchs",
feed on m | kweed and other related plants
that grow usually in our fields and

woods. You will also notice that its
cocoon usually hangs under a |eaf for
protection. It is known that, during the

winter, they travel to the south and then
in the spring—ike the birds—eturn
back to the north. On their way, the
nmonarchs lay their eggs, usually in the
area where they feed on m | kweed and

ot her pl ants.
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How of t en have Kou heard young

children remark, "Wtch for the darning
needl e bug--it will sewup your ears!”
(See Insect "C') They are actually

known as "Dragonflies”. As nmuch as they
appear dangerous, they do catch nps-
quitoes and other small insects. Wen

the Dragonfly is young, or known as a
nynph, (see Item"A") it is a wonderful
creature, who lives in the water and

actually breaths as a fish. It can
reach out, as you wl|l notice, with a
lower lip to grab snall insects or snall

fish. The water is taken into the rear
of its body and is expelled out with
enough force to propel the nynph

t hrough the water.
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Otentines as you stand and watch
a still pond or a brook, you will notice
that there is a snall insect that can
glide and skate across the water top.
Its [ﬂroper nane, as Item"D", is known
as the "Water Strider". You will no-
tice it does not often float and yet it
Is so light that as this Strider passes
over the water's surface, it does not
break the thin surface or filmof the
wat er .

Notice now I nsect "B", usually
found around ponds and streans—ore or
| ess where there is rotted wood. Weé
have |earned that they may bite and the
mal e bu% carries the eggs on his back
where they are placed by the femal e
until they are hatched.
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