SOVETH NG ABOUT A CAMP FI RE!

There is sonethi ng enchantin%
and fascinatin? as we sit in the dar
around a canp fire and watch the flanes
lick at the wood piled onto the already-
burning enbers. Snoke lazily rises.
Everyone present seens to drift off in-
to a land of imagination. Mybe it's
to sone Indian canp fire, maybe it's to
the settlers as they nmade a canp at night
wth the wagon trains. Wat is it? The
snoke rises slowy and as it drifts
annn? the trees overhead you can nuake
out faces, prancing horses, brave knights
and sonetines a ghostly face, then it's
gone, and another takes its place. The
smell that conmes fromthe various types
of wood that is placed on it to keep the
flames red, the shadows you nmake on the
ground behi nd you seemdifferent by
night than day. | wonder if it brings
back the thoughts of how nman years ago
depended so nuch on a fire to keep him
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alive, both for preparing his food while
on the trail, or to keep intruding ani -
mal s away while he slept. Even an out-
door fire in our own backyards today

has becone popul ar, for all types of
grills are sold and nany built out of
stone, just so the famly can have an
outdoor cooked neal. And it seens every-
one has a better appetite when the snel
of the wood snoke gets m xed with the
food. This, of course, is all ina
nodern way. \Wat about the days when
mat ches were scarce, and if they got
wet, there was no fire lighted. That's
what takes us back to the crude ways
they had of making sure they could |ight
afire. It was alnost a part of the
equi pment to see that a piece of stee
and a stone called flint, or agate or a
good hard quartz nade a spark, when the
two were held in hand and struck a

gl anci ng bl ow agai nst each other. Take
sone old white cloth, and light it until
it all becones ignited, and charred,
then stanp it out and scoop up the renains.
Carry this in a glass jar.

I nsi de bark from cedar trees,
dry grass, mce nests or any good tin-
der will serve to carry the fl ane.

1- Make a small pile of the charred rag
in a dry place on the bare ground.

2- Hold the piece of steel so that when
you strike it wwth the stone the
spark will fall on the charred rag.
As soon as the spark | ands, bl ow your
breath on it and soon the curl of
snmoke wi Il conme forth as it starts to
ignite the charred rag. This is just
| i ke a charcoal
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3- Place this charred rag onto the pile
of tinder, still blow ng your breath
toit, soonit wll flanme and the
tinder wll catch fire.

4- Make sure to have sone dry snal
twi gs and branches ready to put on
when it starts, add wood gradually.

Today, of course, with cigarette
| ighters and safety matches, the chance
of being stranded without a fire is |ess
than that of years ago, but there is
still athrill inlighting a fire the
old way. Make sure the ground around
the fire area is cleared of old grass
and | eaves. Al ways | eave soneone in
charge of the fire when the group | eaves,
and nmake sure it's out when you are al
ready to go hone.



