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What is the first tool that is

usually used as you arrive at a canpsite

or while on a hike getting ready for |unch?
An ax or hatchet! But, do you actually
need one? If it is for light canping or

hi king, you will find a way of getting
along wi t hout the added wei ght. However,

if you plan a m ddl e-wei ght canping trip

or hike, you'll want at |east a hatchet
and if you expect to do woodl and canpi ng
you wi || probably need an ax. Needing

them does not guarantee their proper use.
Too many acci dents are caused by inex-
perience and over-anxious efforts to cut
much | arger wood than is needed for the
average canping trip.

If the wood needed is for fire
purpose, it is best to secure dead
branches, dried twigs or even dried grass,
whi ch, when properly piled, will ignite
and start the canpfire in proper order.
As the fire grows, slightly larger pieces
should then be added to the fire. (See
Charts #3, #4, #5 and #6)
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